CHAP, iv           THE LANGUAGE OF ANIMALS                  103
" If I tell you, you will be angry." But his father bids him
speak out, so he says : " The birds said that I shall be
emperor one day and that you will come to my castle and
suffer a great indignity/' His father is angry and cuts off
his son's head ; also he cuts off his horse's head, wraps his
son's body in the horse's hide, and throws it into the sea.
The body is cast ashore ; an old woman finds it, opens the
hide, and the youth comes forth alive. The king of this land
is dead and has left no son. Two golden posts with a candle
on the top of each are set up in the village, and everyone
has to jump between them. He is to be king upon whom
the two candles fall. They fall upon the youth and take fire,l
so he is made king. The father comes to his son's palace and
suffers the indignity his son had foretold. The son reveals
himself and treats his father and mother well.
The king's decision between the ravens in g, h^ i, occurs
in a modern Indian folk-tale. Considering that this incident
occurs in the Seven Wise Masters and in a modern Indian
tale, it is remarkable that it does not appear to occur in
Sindibad,2 the oriental original of the Seven Wise Masters.
The Indian story is as follows : Three birds came day after
day to a court of justice. The Raja asked his minister what
this meant. " I haven't the slightest idea," said the prime
minister. " If you don't know by to-morrow," said the
Raja, " I will cut off your head." The minister learned the
1 Thus the test is the same as in the     wait till a vulture or an insect settled
two Breton versions of " The Boy who     on one of the assembly;   and he to
became Pope".  The same test (candle     whom this happened was unanimously
lighting of itself) occurs in a Russian     elected king " (J. L. Krapf, Travels,
tale  (Gubernatis,  Zoological Mytho-     Researches  and Missionary Labours
logy> i. p, 318).   In a Swahili tale a     during an Eighteen Years^ Residence in
young slave comes to a city where the     Eastern j4frtca,p.6S). This statement,
sultan has just died and a new sultan     however, was contradicted by another
is about to be elected.   " They used     witness whom Dr. Krapf questioned,
to   throw  a  lime,   and  whoever  it         2 At least I have not found it in the
struck three times, he was the sultan.*'     Greek    (Fabulae    Romanenses,    ed.
The lime falls on the slave three times,     A. Eberhard,  1872), the Syriac (as
so  he   is   made   sultan  (E.  Steere,     translated by F. Baethgen, Sindban,
Swahili  Tales i pp. 141, 143).    Dr.     oder die Sieben weisen Meister, syrisch
Krapf was told by a priest of Gurague     und deutsch, 1879), nor the Arabic (as
that in the Kingdom of Senjero (south     represented by the old Spanish trans-
of Abyssinia) it was the custom after     lation appended to Comparetti's Re-
the death of a king " for the chief     searches respecting thebook of Sindibad,
men   of the   kingdom  to  assemble     translated for the Folk-lore Society,
outside the city, in an open field, and     London, 1882).